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manufactured home from the tow bar 
end of the manufactured home. 

[42 FR 960, Jan. 4, 1977. Redesignated at 44 
FR 20679, Apr. 6, 1979, as amended at 52 FR 
47553, Dec. 15, 1987. Redesignated and amend-
ed at 58 FR 55003, Oct. 25, 1993] 

Subpart B—Planning 
Considerations 

§ 3280.101 Scope. 
Subpart B states the planning re-

quirements in manufactured homes. 
The intent of this subpart is to assure 
the adequacy of architectural planning 
considerations which assist in deter-
mining a safe and healthful environ-
ment. 

§ 3280.102 Definitions. 
(a) Gross floor area means all space, 

wall to wall, including recessed entries 
not to exceed 5 sq. ft. and areas under 
built-in vanities and similar furniture. 
Where the ceiling height is less than 
that specified in § 3280.104, the floor 
area under such ceilings shall not be 
included. Floor area of closets shall not 
be included in the gross floor area. 

(b) Habitable room means a room or 
enclosed floor space arranged for liv-
ing, eating, food preparation, or sleep-
ing purposes not including bathrooms, 
foyers, hallways, and other accessory 
floor space. 

(c) Laundry area means an area con-
taining or designed to contain a laun-
dry tray, clothes washer and/or clothes 
dryer. 

§ 3280.103 Light and ventilation. 
(a) Lighting. Each habitable room 

shall be provided with exterior win-
dows and/or doors having a total glazed 
area of not less than 8 percent of the 
gross floor area. 

(1) Kitchens, bathrooms, toilet com-
partments, laundry areas, and utility 
rooms may be provided with artificial 
light in place of windows. 

(2) Rooms and areas may be com-
bined for the purpose of providing the 
required natural lighting provided that 
at least one half of the common wall 
area is open and unobstructed, and the 
open area is at least equal to 10 percent 
of the combined floor area or 25 square 
feet whichever is greater. 

(b) Whole-house ventilation. Each 
manufactured home must be provided 
with whole-house ventilation having a 
minimum capacity of 0.035 ft3/min/ft2 of 
interior floor space or its hourly aver-
age equivalent. This ventilation capac-
ity must be in addition to any openable 
window area. In no case shall the in-
stalled ventilation capacity of the sys-
tem be less than 50 cfm nor more than 
90 cfm. The following criteria must be 
adhered to: 

(1) The ventilation capacity must be 
provided by a mechanical system or a 
combination passive and mechanical 
system. The ventilation system or pro-
visions for ventilation must not create 
a positive pressure in Uo Value Zone 2 
and Zone 3 or a negative pressure con-
dition in Uo Value Zone 1. Mechanical 
systems must be balanced. Combina-
tion passive and mechanical systems 
must have adequately sized inlets or 
exhaust to release any unbalanced 
pressure. Temporary pressure imbal-
ances due to gusting or high winds are 
permitted. 

(2) The ventilation system or provi-
sions for ventilation must exchange air 
directly with the exterior of the home, 
except the ventilation system, or pro-
visions for ventilation must not draw 
or expel air with the space underneath 
the home. The ventilation system or 
provisions for ventilation must not 
draw or expel air into the floor, wall, 
or ceiling/roof systems, even if those 
systems are vented. The ventilation 
system must be designed to ensure that 
outside air is distributed to all bed-
rooms and main living areas. The com-
bined use of undercut doors or transom 
grills connecting those areas to the 
room where the mechanical system is 
located is deemed to meet this require-
ment. 

(3) The ventilation system or a por-
tion of the system is permitted to be 
integral with the home’s heating or 
cooling system. The system must be 
capable of operating independently of 
the heating or cooling modes. A ven-
tilation system that is integral with 
the heating or cooling system is to be 
listed as part of the heating and cool-
ing system or listed as suitable for use 
with that system. 

(4) A mechanical ventilation system, 
or mechanical portion thereof, must be 
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